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2010 – 2011 MEMOIRS 

The following clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died during this past 

Conference year: 

 Janice Carole Best June 29, 2010 

 Arthur H. Blaisdell November 5, 2010 

 Diane M. Clark October 24, 2010 

 Glenn R. Hansen February 3, 2011 

 Fay W. Johnson August 18, 2010 

 Ralph l. Koelemay June 21, 2010 

 Orville McKay October 3, 2010 

 Robert Quinlan June 9, 2010 

 Theodore W. Schwartz June 27, 2010 

 Richard O. Truitt January 5, 2011 

 Arthur W. Vieth August 11, 2010 

The following spouses of clergy members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference have died since 

the Conference last met: 

 Annamary DeWitt August 14, 2010 

 Patsy Edwards December 26, 2010 

 Gloria Fredrick April 3, 2011 

 Jan Jones Hartford August 31, 2010 

 Karen Marie Draeb Hays July 11, 2010 

 A. Fern Hinebaugh July 20, 2010 

 John Kirkpatrick May 2, 2011 

 Dorthy McGuinn August 1, 2010 

 Mary K. Miller August 3, 2010 

 Eugenio Miranda December 28, 2010 

 Florence Schendel March 2, 2011 

 Helen Louise Thompson November 14, 2010 

 Burma Walker July 29, 2010 

The following Lay Members and Other Persons Related to the Wisconsin Annual Conference 

have died in the past year. 

 Patricia Duane March 21, 2011 

 Richard Hunter July 27, 2010 

 Edna McNown April 16, 2011 

 Donna J. Peterson January 3, 2011 

 Norman Prior October 12, 2010 

 Lucius B. Walker, Jr. September 7, 2010 

 LaVerne White April 9, 2011 

Memoirs are printed for those about whom the Conference Secretary received information prior to 

the Journal Deadline.  The dates listed are dates of death. 
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Clergy Members of the Annual Conference 

 

Janis Carole Best 

Janis Carole Best, a Clergy Member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference 

serving the West Bend: Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church, passed away 

unexpectedly on Tuesday, June 29, 2010. 

Janis was born on June 2, 1949, in Charlevoix, Michigan, to William and 

Erma Best. She was raised in a military family and lived in Germany and 

Canada as a child. 

Janis entered the United Methodist Ministry in the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence.  She was ordained as a Deacon in 1974, and as an Elder in 1997.  Dur-

ing her ministry she served churches in Ellsworth, Diamond Bluff and Hart-

land from 1993 to 1997.  She was appointed as the associate pastor at Lake Street United Method-

ist Church in Eau Claire from 1997 until 2000, when she moved to an appointment in Durand and 

Arkansas. Janis became Campus Ministry/Director of the Wesley Foundation at Austin Peay State 

University in Clarksville, Tennessee in 2002, where she served for one year. She returned to min-

istry in the local church in 2003, serving in Manawa and Iola until 2005, and then at Wesley Unit-

ed Methodist Church in Manitowoc until 2007. Janis was appointed pastor at Fifth Avenue United 

Methodist Church in West Bend in August, 2007 where she served until the time of her death. 

Janis enjoyed playing the piano, listening to music, reading, and travel – especially exploring 

places she had never been.  She is survived by her daughter, Krista; her parents, Bill and Erma 

Best, her brother and sister-in-law Tom and Betty Best; one nephew, Spencer Best; and one niece, 

Tracey Best. 

A memorial service was held on Tuesday, July 6, 2010, at Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church 

in West Bend. 

 

Arthur Henry Blaisdell 

Arthur Henry Blaisdell, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed 

away on November 5, 2010 in Batavia, Illinois at the age of 86. 

Arthur was born on March 23, 1924 in Providence, Rhode Island.  He graduated from Garrett 

Theological Seminary in 1951.  Because his goal was to become a hospital chaplain, he continued 

his studies in Clinical Pastoral Education at Boston City Hospital, Massachusetts General Hospi-

tal, Elgin State Hospital in Illinois, and Mendota State Hospital in Madison, Wisconsin.  In order 

to become certified as a chaplain he had to serve at least three years in the pastorate.  He entered 

the United Methodist Ministry in the Rock River Conference of the Methodist Church and was 

ordained as Deacon in 1951.  He was ordained an Elder in 1953.  He was appointed to the First 

Methodist Church in Roscoe, Illinois in 1951, and to Grace Methodist Church in Elgin, Illinois in 

1953. 

It was while he was pastor of Grace Methodist Church that he married Betty Elaine Carlson on 

August 22, 1954.  In 1957 the couple moved to Newark New Jersey, where he served as Chaplain 

at the Newark State School and Hospital. They returned to Illinois in 1961, where he became 

chaplain at Child City in Mooseheart. In 1966 they moved to Madison, Wisconsin, where he 

served as chaplain at Methodist Hospital.  They later served United Church in Sun City, Arizona, 

until his retirement in 1986. 

Art enjoyed collecting stamps, coins, rocks, tea bag tags, and model cars.  He enjoyed repairing 

items around the home. 
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Reflecting on his years as a hospital chaplain, Art noted that his greatest satisfaction was in minis-

tering to patients, their families, and hospital staff.  “Over the years I met many wonderful people 

who greatly enriched my life,” he said.  His greatest frustration was not having enough time to 

minister to all who needed his services.  Because of his deep passion for chaplaincy and ministry, 

he and his wife Betty endowed a scholarship in their names at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary. 

Arthur was preceded him in death by his wife, Betty, in 2005. 

 

Diane Margaret Clark 

Diane Margaret Clark, a Provisional Member of the Wisconsin Annual Con-

ference, passed away peacefully at her home in Madison, Wisconsin on Sun-

day, October 24, 2010, at her home in Madison, surrounded by her family.  

She was 56. 

Diane was born on September 4, 1954, in Brooklyn, New York, to her parents 

Jack and Mary Nannery. She attended Alverno and Marian Colleges, and 

earned a degree from Silver Lake College. She then earned her Master of 

Divinity degree from the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. On 

October 9, 1976, Diane was united in marriage to Scott Clark in Beaver Dam, 

Wisconsin. 

Diane entered the United Methodist Ministry in the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  She was 

commissioned as a Provisional Elder in 2006.  During her ministry she served appointments at 

Sturgeon Bay, Denmark: Zion, Belleville: Grace, and most recently at Peace and Trinity United 

Methodist Churches in Richland Center.  She was placed on incapacity leave in December 1, 

2009 at her own request. Diane was a lifelong learner and loved to knit for her granddaughters. 

Diane is survived by her husband, Scott of Madison; a daughter, Sarah Clark of Madison; two 

sons, Andrew (Kayla) Clark of DePere, and Jonathan Clark of Sturgeon Bay; two granddaughters, 

Alexia and Kenzie; her mother, Mary Nannery of Beaver Dam; and mother-in-law, Joyce Clark of 

Sun Prairie; two sisters, Barb Warmka of Beaver Dam, and Linda Clements of New Port Richey, 

Fla.; and a daughter in spirit, Jamie Dams of Charleston, S.C. 

She was preceded in death by her father, Jack Nannery; and father-in-law, Russell Clark. 

A memorial service was held on Thursday, October 28, 2010, at Grace United Methodist Church 

in Belleville, Wisconsin. 

 

Glenn R. Hansen 

Glenn R. Hansen, a retired Clergy Member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on 

Thursday, February 3, 2011 at the Wisconsin Veterans Home in King, Wisconsin.  

Glenn was born on April 12, 1923.  He met his future wife, Jean McDonough, when he came to 

Janesville, Wisconsin, to visit his sister.  While visiting them he received greetings from President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, and on his birthday, April 12, 1943 left for Naval boot camp. After boot 

camp he started Torpedoman’s School at Great Lakes Naval Station and naturally on his first 

liberty, came to Janesville and went to church with his sister’s family. 

Glenn didn’t mind when Jean somehow found a seat beside him and invited him to the combined 

adult and youth group called Christian Endeavor. Every other weekend Glenn had liberty, and this 

became a regular part of the time they spent with each other. Many 5-cent letters crisscrossed the 

United States and the Pacific while Jean worked at Parker Pen Defense Plant and Glenn was 

aboard the destroyer escort USS Snyder. 
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When World War II ended Glenn came home and he and Jean were married on March 2, 1946 in 

the Janesville United Brethren Church.  Jean continued to work for Parker Pen and Glenn became 

a union carpenter. They continued the same church attendance and adult youth group as they had 

while dating. They lived in Janesville for three years and built two homes, doing most of the work 

themselves in their spare time. They sold both houses and bought a farm in Barron County. While 

they farmed for 12 years, their sons, Martin and Irvin were born. 

Before they were married, Glenn had written to Jean and told her that he might want to enter the 

ministry, so it wasn’t a complete surprise for Jean when Glenn told her that he felt he was called 

again to preach. After Glenn finished the License to Preach course in 1962, they were sent to 

Clear Lake, Deer Park and Forest for two years. Then Glenn asked for a student charge and they 

moved to Exeland, Birchwood and Brunette in 1963 so he could attend the University of Wiscon-

sin – Superior. After graduating from there in 1970, they went to Lyons, Spring Prairie and 

Springfield United Methodist Churches. Glenn went to Evangelical Theological Seminary in Na-

perville, Illinois, while Jean helped care for Glenn’s parents during the last three years of their 

lives. Glenn was ordained a Deacon in 1970, and an Elder in 1975. They moved to Waldo, Hing-

ham and Cascade in 1974, to Clarno and Staver in 1977 and Mercer in 1981. 

At all the churches where Glenn was appointed, Glenn and Jean truly served together as a team. 

They retired in 1985 and built a home near Iron River, Wisconsin. Because of the distance to a 

United Methodist Church, they participated in the local Presbyterian Church. They moved to the 

Wisconsin Veterans Home in 1993. 

Glenn is survived his two sons, Martin and Irwin.  His wife, Jean, preceded him in death on May 

4, 2002. 

 

Fay W. Johnson 

Fay W. Johnson, a retired Clergy Member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Wednesday, August 18, 2010 at the Cumberland Ex-

tended Care Unit in Cumberland, Wisconsin.  He was 91. 

Fay was born June 18, 1919 in Ironton, Wisconsin, to James and Nellie John-

son.  He was raised in Hillsboro, Wisconsin. After graduating from high 

school, he attended Miltonvale Wesleyan College in Miltonvale, Kansas, for 

one year before enlisting in the Army Air Force in 1942.  He served in the 

China-Burma area with the Flying Tigers for four years, until 1946. 

In 1947 Fay returned to Eau Claire where he worked as a mechanic at Martin 

Motors.  At his sister’s request he attended services at the Wesleyan Method-

ist Church, where he met the love of his life, Dorothy Livingston.  They were married on January 

30, 1948 in Eau Claire.  The marriage would last for 62 happy years. 

Fay returned to Miltonvale College in Kansas, and then continued his educational pilgrimage at 

Marion College (now Indiana Wesleyan University) in Marion, IN, receiving his Bachelor of Arts 

Degree in English in 1951. He then attended Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky where he 

received his Bachelor of Divinity Degree in 1954.  While in school at Asbury, Fay and Dorothy 

welcomed three children into their family while living in a 200 square foot mobile home in Wil-

more, which gave a new meaning to the phrase “a closely-knit family.”  During his last two years 

in seminary Fay served as a student pastor Staffordsburg, a small town in rural northern Ken-

tucky.  His family moved to the parsonage while he continued to live in their small mobile home 

in Wilmore while attending classes.  He would commute to the parsonage on weekends and pre-

pare two sermons each week for the Sunday services. 

After graduation from seminary in 1954, the couple was blessed with three more children.  He 

was ordained a Deacon in 1956 and an Elder in 1958.  Fay served Methodist Churches in Paris, 
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Fairmount and Jamaica, Illinois.  He transferred to the West Wisconsin Annual Conference in 

1960, serving appointments in Cuba City-Georgetown, Cumberland-McKinley, Darlington-

Fayette, Arlington, and LaFarge-Dell.  A life-long learner, Fay continued his education and 

earned his Master of Divinity and Master of Sacred Theology degrees in 1972. He retired in 1981 

but continued to serve as interim pastor of United Methodist and Presbyterian churches. 

Fay and Dorothy retreated to their home on Gull Lake where they enjoyed 20 years of northern 

woods living with many holidays of wall to wall family. There was much laughter and very long 

lines for the bathroom. Fay enjoyed fishing, hunting, carpentry, masonry and spoiling the grands 

and greats with DQ treats. He cherished his family and they loved him dearly, forever and ever.  

He is survived by his wife, Dorothy of Cumberland; 3 sons, James (Cheryl) Johnson of Hollan-

dale, Minnesota, Jerome "Jerry" (Linda) Johnson of Janesville, and John "Mark" Johnson of Eau 

Claire; 3 daughters, Rebecca (Tom) Bents of Cumberland, Sharon (Gary) Rydberg of Stone Lake 

and Debra Johnson of Mesa, Arizona; 10 grandchildren; 13 great grandchildren and 1 sister, Glo-

ria Fessenden of Redlands, California. He was preceded in death by his parents, 3 brothers, Orlin, 

Marion and Charles and 2 sisters, Alice Jane Johnson and Josephine King. 

A memorial service was held at on Saturday, August 21, 2010 at First United Methodist Church 

in  Cumberland, Wisconsin. 

 

Ralph L. Koelemay 

Ralph L. Koelemay, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Con-

ference, passed away in St. Louis, Missouri, on June 21, 2010 at the age of 

84.  He was born on February 10, 1926 in Beaumont, Texas, to Martin and 

Anna (Westerterp) Koelemay. 

Ralph served in the United States Navy during World War II.   He married 

Ann Watkins on September 12, 1951.  That same year he entered the United 

Methodist Ministry in the Tennessee Conference.  He was received “On Tri-

al” in 1951, and ordained a Deacon in 1953.  He was received as a full mem-

ber of the conference in 1954, and ordained an Elder in 1955.  In Tennessee 

he served appointments at Nashville: Calvary in 1951, Bell Springs in 1952, 

and Nolensville from 1953 to 1955.  In 1955 he returned to military service, becoming a Chaplain 

in the United States Air Force.  As an Air Force Chaplain he served in Bangor, Maine at Dow Air 

Force Base.  He held services for the fishermen at a community lake.  He later went to the Univer-

sity of Texas for training as a marriage counselor.  After completing his active duty military ser-

vice, Ralph remained in the Air Force Reserve, and went to Okinawa to lead family counseling 

seminars.  He regularly served his annual two-week reserve obligation at Duluth, Minnesota, 

relieving the regular chaplain for his vacation.  He retired from the Air Force Reserve as a Lieu-

tenant Colonel. 

When he returned to local church ministry in 1958 after serving as an Air Force Chaplain, he 

transferred to the West Wisconsin Annual Conference, and was appointed to Osceola, where he 

served until 1961.  From 1961 to 1963 he served the Spencer Congregation.  In 1963 he was ap-

pointed to New Richmond.  While he was at New Richmond he united the Evangelical United 

Brethren, Church of Christ, and Methodist Churches into one congregation.  He went to Black 

River Falls in 1968, and Plover, Amherst and Buena Vista in 1970.  He then took a sabbatical and 

appointment to attend school, until his retirement from active ministry in 1977. 

Ralph enjoyed bowling, gardening, canoeing, boating, water skiing, photography, nature and 

wildlife.  He was an avid reader and writer, and loved doing research in genealogy.   His greatest 

pleasure was just being with his family. 

Ralph is survived by his wife, Ann, 4 children, 9 grandchildren, and 9 great grandchildren. 
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Orville H. McKay  

Orville H. McKay, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Sunday, Oct. 3, 2010, at his residence in Midland, 

Michigan at the age of 96. He was born on October 9, 1913, in Croswell, 

Michigan, the son of the late Herbert W. McKay and Iva M. (Perry) McKay. 

He lived the first 17 years of his life in Croswell, where he attended both 

elementary and high school and graduated salutatorian of his class. Orville 

attended Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky, where he received his A.B. 

degree cum laude in English and psychology. He attended Asbury Theologi-

cal Seminary and Drew Theological Seminary, receiving his seminary degree 

from Drew summa cum laude. He continued his studies at Drew University 

and received his Ph.D. Orville was also awarded the Deleplaine-McDaniel 

Fellowship for study abroad, which he did in Oxford University.  

In August 1935 he married Mabel Coppock. He entered the ministry of the Methodist Church in 

the Detroit Annual Conference, where he was ordained a Deacon in 1936, and an Elder in 1938.  

He served as the Associate Pastor at Detroit: Nardin Park from 1941 until he entered the United 

States Army Air Corps as a Chaplain in 1943.  After the war, he returned to Nardin Park as the 

Associate from 1946 until 1947.  He was appointed to Highland Park: First in 1947, serving there 

until he was appointed to Midland: First in 1951, where he served until 1965.  During his fourteen 

years in Midland, the church grew to become the largest Methodist church in Michigan. Under his 

leadership a second United Methodist Church (Aldersgate) was founded in Midland. In 1965 he 

became president of Garrett Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, where he served until 

1970. After serving at Garrett he transferred to the Wisconsin Conference and was appointed as 

the senior pastor of the Cargill United Methodist Church in Janesville, which was the largest 

United Methodist Church in Wisconsin. He served at Cargill from 1970 until his retirement in 

1980. 

To honor his ministry, Members of the Midland: First United Methodist Church and the Cargill 

United Methodist Church, together with friends and family, established the Orville H. McKay 

Endowed Scholarship Fund at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Ill. This 

scholarship fund assists qualified students in their preparation for the ministry.  

During his ministry Orville served on numerous boards and agencies of The United Methodist 

Church. For a number of years he was the chairman of the Detroit Annual Conference Board of 

Ministerial Training, responsible for candidates for the ministry.  

Orville’s personal hobbies were racquetball, photography, reading and carpentry. He and Mabel 

shared a mutual love of traveling which took them all over the United States, Canada and 31 

countries of the world. The McKays returned to Midland in 1980 for their retirement. Orville 

remained very active during his retirement. He served in an interim capacity at ten different ap-

pointments during his retirement. He was a past member of the Kiwanis, Rotary, the Torch Club 

and the Masons.  

Orville  was preceded in death by his wife of 63 years, Mabel. He is survived by three daughters 

and sons-in-law: Gwendolyn Wasmuth of Lake Forest, Illinois, Janeth and Amherst Turner of 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Kathleen and William Gilbert of Grand Rapids, Michigan. He is also 

survived by five grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.  

A memorial service was held on Thursday, October 7, 2010, at the First United Methodist Church 

in Midland, Michigan. 
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Robert P. Quinlan 

Robert P. Quinlan, a former clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference on Honorable 

Location, passed away on June 9, 2010.   He was born on June 28, 1931. 

Robert entered the United Methodist Ministry in the East Wisconsin Conference, where he was 

received “On Trial” in 1962, and ordained a Deacon in 1963.  He was receive as a full member 

and ordained an Elder in 1965.  During his ministry he served appointments at Wild Rose and 

Dopp (1962); Wausau: First (Associate) (10/1/1964); New London (1968); Suamico, Howard 

(1972), Suamico (1974), and Beaver Dam: Zion, Beaver Dam: Trinity (Associate) 1/15/1975.  He 

was placed on Leave of Absence on December 1, 1976 and Honorable Location on October 1, 

1982. 

 

Theodore W. Schwartz 

Theodore W. Schwartz, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference, passed away on August 16, 2010 in Loveland, Colorado at the 

age of 87. 

Ted was born on July 11, 1923 in Iowa City, Iowa to Reverend Benjamin F. 

and Wanda Eells Schwartz.  He attended schools throughout Iowa and gradu-

ated from high school in Lincoln, Nebraska.  In 1944 he earned a Bachelor’s 

Degree in physics from Nebraska Wesleyan College, where his father was 

serving as the Chancellor.  He married Phyllis Clark of Rapid City, South 

Dakota on May 19, 1944.  After a three-day honeymoon in Chicago, he en-

listed in the United States Navy.  By the time his training was completed, 

World War II was over, so he enrolled in the graduate seminary school of Boston University 

while he was still in the Navy.  He graduated from seminary in 1947, and subsequently earned his 

Doctorate from Iliff School of Theology in Denver. 

Ted entered the ministry of the Methodist Church in the New Hampshire Conference, where he 

was ordained a Deacon in 1946 and an Elder in 1948.  His ministry took him to numerous towns 

in Nebraska and Iowa, before he transferred to the Wisconsin Annual Conference in 1965.  He 

served for four years as the Associate Pastor at Stevens Point: St. Paul’s from 1965 to 1969 before 

leaving local church ministry to launch Pastoral Counseling Services in Chicago.  Although he 

retired from active ministry in 1979, he remained a certified psychologist to the end of his life. 

Ted’s marriage to Phyllis ended in 1979.  In 1981 he married Susan Sanchez of Chicago, Illinois.  

That marriage also ended in divorce.  Ted moved to Fort Collins, Colorado in 1990, where he 

finally met his soulmate, Marilyn Striffler.  They spent ten wonderful years together before she 

died of cancer in 2004. 

Ted enjoyed classical music, French impressionist art, travel, reading, and philosophy. 

He is survived by one daughter, Shebby Lee; three grandchildren: Avram M. Lee, Murray J. Lee, 

and Lorna Lee; two great grandchildren, one sister, Carol Loar, one niece, one nephew and three 

cousins. 
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Richard O. Truitt 

Richard O. Truitt, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Wednesday, January 5, 2011 in Milwaukee at the age 

of 84 years. 

Dick was born on July 20, 1926 in Fennimore, Wisconsin.   He served as a 

Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Armed Forces during World War II.  After the 

war he returned to Wisconsin and attended the University of Wisconsin – 

Madison, where he met Barbara Drewry, who would become his life partner 

for over 60 years.  They were married on September 9, 1950.  Following 

graduation from the university, Dick continued his education at Garrett Evan-

gelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. 

Richard was a devoted husband, father and grandfather and spent his life spreading God's word as 

a United Methodist Minister. He entered ministry in the West Wisconsin Conference, where he 

was ordained a Deacon in 1953 and an Elder in 1955.  As a student he served churches at Mt. 

Hope and Gays Mills.  He then served in Onalaska from 1954 to 1961; River Falls from 1961 to 

1970; and Milwaukee: Albright from 1970 to 1978, when he was appointed as the District Super-

intendent of the South East District, where he served until 1984.  He was then appointed to West 

Bend: Fifth Avenue from 1984 until his retirement in 1989. 

While Dick served faithfully in the local church for most of his ministry, his vision for ministry 

extended far beyond the local congregation.  His ministry was both pastoral and prophetic.  He 

was active in ecumenical ministries, including the Greater Milwaukee Interfaith Conference, and 

a strong voice for peace and justice who was known throughout the United Methodist Denomina-

tion.  He was a member of the General Board of Church and Society of The United Methodist 

Church for many years, and was chairperson of the Board's Division on World Peace.  He was a 

“prime-mover” behind the Peace with Justice Program of the denomination, and it was his vision 

that helped to establish the church-wide Peace with Justice offering.  He was articulate about the 

connection between Peace, Justice, and being a friend of Jesus.  The Wisconsin United Methodist 

Federation for Social Action honored him for his efforts by naming him as a recipient of the Perry 

Saito Award, and the national Methodist Federation for Social Action presented him with the Lee 

Ball Award.  Both of these awards are given for outstanding work in the area of Social Justice. 

Dick Truitt was, to coin a word, an “influencer.”  He demonstrated by his life, his words, and his 

actions how quiet and persistent, carefully selected approaches to issues can make a great deal of 

difference.  In doing so, he became a transforming leader who earned respect throughout The 

United Methodist Church.  He was elected by his colleagues as a clergy delegate to the General 

and Jurisdictional Conference of The United Methodist Church at least five times.  He took that 

responsibility seriously – and even enjoyed the work that it involved, and the relationships that 

developed because of it.  At Dick’s memorial service, Bishop Donald Ott paid him this high com-

pliment:  “He was a persistent, prophetic follower of Jesus.  He believed in the power of the con-

nection that church is.  He embodied it…There were not enough like him.  He should have been 

cloned in great numbers.” 

Even after Dick retired in 1989, he continued to fill-in for colleagues at many district churches, 

and loved singing in the choir at the Bay View United Methodist Church.  He had many interests:  

he was an outstanding photographer, and found tremendous joy in taking pictures of nature.  He 

was active in other civic groups, and whether it was the coalition against casino gambling or anti-

war rallies, he was always willing to lend his support to those causes that affirmed the worth and 

dignity of all people.  As a member of the Milwaukee South Shore Park Committee he was instru-

mental in the renovation of the beach area and the extension of the walking path with a breathtak-

ing view of Lake Michigan.  He enjoyed playing tennis, golfing, taking hikes, and enjoyed the 

family vacation property at “Blueberry Hill” on Lake Minerva in Northern Wisconsin.  He found 

incredible joy in meeting people, greeting them from his porch or front yard on South Shore Drive 

or anywhere in town, and extending best wishes and kind words for everyone he met. 
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Dick will be remembered by his loving wife and best friend of over 60 years, Barbara, and his 

children Peter (Marge) Truitt of St. Paul, Minnesota, Ellen (John) Myers of Duluth, Minnesota; 

Paula (Michael) Wojciechowski of Milwaukee. He will also be fondly remembered and missed by 

his six grandchildren Matthew, Kelly, Brianna, Danielle, Nicholas and Patrick and three great 

grandchildren Brooke, Alexis and Tyler. Dick was preceded in death by his sister Dorothea 

Scheer and brothers Alger, Theodore and Arthur Truitt. He is also by survived by a brother-in-

law, many nieces, nephews and friends. 

A celebration of Dick’s life was held on January 10, 2011, the Bay View United Methodist 

Church in Milwaukee. 

 

Arthur W. Vieth 

Arthur W. Vieth, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Wednesday, August 11, 2010, at Hillside Manor in 

Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.  He was 87. 

Arthur was born on March 25, 1923, in Norwalk, Wisconsin, the son of Ern-

est and Mathilda Vieth. He served in the U.S. Army in World War II. He 

received his Bachelor of Arts degree from North Central College in Naper-

ville, Illinois, and a Master of Divinity degree from Evangelical Theological 

Seminary in Naperville, Illinois. 

On September 12, 1953, he married Lorraine Salzman at the Seneca Evangeli-

cal United Brethren Church in Tilleda, Wisconsin. He entered the ministry of 

The United Methodist Church in the Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren 

Church, where he was received “On Trial” in 1946, and ordained as an Elder and received as a 

full member in 1953.  During his ministry he served congregations in Alma-Herold, Prairie du 

Chien, Bloomer, New Auburn, Horicon-Juneau, Milwaukee: Emmanuel, Waukesha: First , 

Markesan, Lomira, Wautoma-Spring Lake and Jefferson: Immanuel.  He retired from active min-

istry in 1988.   Arthur was a member of the Conference Board of Camp and Retreat Ministries 

and the Commission on Archives and History, as well as the Retired Ministers Association. 

Arthur’s hobbies included astronomy, travel, nature, music, reading and amateur radio. He was a 

past member of the Rock River Radio Club. He also served on the Dodge County Commission of 

Aging Advisory Board and was a Stephen minister in his retirement. 

Arthur is survived by his wife of 56 years, Lorraine of Beaver Dam; his children, Barbara Vieth 

Seiser of Wausau, Mark Vieth of Scottsdale, Arizona, and Susan (Patrick) Brettingen of Franklin; 

two grandchildren, Matthew and Liesl Seiser of Wausau; sisters Sarah Priebe of Onalaska and 

Elvera (Gerald) Walterman of Sparta; a sister-in-law, Doris Vieth of Sauk City; and nieces and 

nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents; his sister Emma Zielke; and his brother Rob-

ert. 

A memorial service was held Saturday, August 21, 2010 at 11 am at Trinity Church-United Meth-

odist in Beaver Dam. 
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Clergy Spouses and Family Members 

 

Annamary DeWitt 

[Editor’s Note:  Bishop Jesse DeWitt and his wife, Annamary, served the Wisconsin Conference from 1972 to 

1980.  We are honored and privileged to be able to share this memoir for Annamary in our Conference Jour-

nal.] 

Annamary DeWitt, spouse of retired Bishop Jesse DeWitt, died peacefully at 

home on Saturday morning, August 14, 2010 with her family at her side. She 

was 89 years of age.  

Annamary Horner was born on April 19, 1921 in Ore Hill, Pennsylvania.  She 

was the youngest of five children. The family moved to Detroit, Michigan in 

1932. She graduated from Northwestern High School in Detroit. 

On April 20, 1938 she met Jesse DeWitt.  It was the beginning of a romance 

that would last for more than 72 years.  Annamary and Jesse were married on 

April 19, 1941. Their first years together saw them move five times before 

February, 1944.  Their first daughter, Donna, was born in July of 1942, and 

Annamary cared for her while Jesse worked and attended classes at Wayne State.  They were 

active members of Boulevard Temple Methodist Church, where they organized a young married 

people’s Sunday School class called WINSOME.  It was in this class that Jesse made the decision 

to enter the ministry of the church, a decision that would change the entire course of their lives. 

In February, 1944 Annamary and Jesse left Detroit for Winnebago and Seward, Illinois, where 

Jesse was appointed as the student pastor.  According to Jesse, “Annamary became the pastor in 

charge while I attended Seminary in Evanston Monday through Friday.”   She was a frontier 

woman, since the parsonage did not have running water or indoor plumbing.  Annamary estab-

lished friendships there that lasted until her death.  Wherever she and Jesse served, she found 

friendships that blessed her life, and from the testimonies of others, they received a blessing too.  

While serving Aldersgate Church in Redford, Annamary and Jesse were blessed with their second 

daughter, Darla. 

Annamary was a devoted and loving wife, and was most supportive of her husband as they ac-

cepted the callings of the Church.  Her daughters, Donna and Darla, shared the following reflec-

tions about their mother: 

We were both born in the 40s, which meant that Mother had quit her job when she mar-

ried and stayed home (with no second car!) to care for the house and her children.  She 

was a traditional Mother, waiting with cookies and milk at the end of the school day and 

lots of questions regarding our friends and activities.  She also fulfilled all of the duties 

of the minister’s wife, which included scheduling a predictable pattern for our home life 

in spite of Daddy’s unpredictable responsibilities. 

As we grew up, she was able to do more community service, volunteering in many ca-

pacities.  During the 60s, she became a real activist – particularly as it related to issues 

of racial equality, nuclear weapons, peace and women’s rights.  She acted upon her 

strong belief that we each have the power and responsibility to make a difference. 

As the world changed, so did our lives.  By the end of the 60s we were each married.  

For the first time she was in another state from her children and she had some time to 

call her own.  Through her example, we learned the value of pursuing a dream.  She had 

always wanted the opportunity to go to college, so she did it when we were grown.  She 

had to change universities when they moved again, but she completed her Bachelor’s 

Degree at Northern Illinois University in 1983. She then went on to earn a Master of 

Divinity Degree at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 1987.  Her thesis was 
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derived from the personal diaries of Frances Willard. She continued to be a support for 

us as we became mothers, and she was a wonderful Grandma!  No matter where we 

were living our parents were always present at holidays and special events.  When the 

kids were little, she would buy Golden Books and tape herself reading them.  Then she 

would mail the tape to us and we would plunk the kids on the couch with the tape play-

er. They loved having Grandma read to them. 

This same caring and loyalty was also true as it related to her non-family relationships.  

Wherever they lived, Mother formed friendships which then continued for the rest of 

her life.  They had many marvelous opportunities to travel because of Daddy’s job, and 

she developed a network of friends all over the world.  She loved music, dancing, roller

-skating, aerobics and weight-lifting, and she continued to stay as active as possible 

until the day before her death. 

She knew her death was imminent, and she very deliberately defined the terms of her 

departure.  Her last lesson to us was how to die as you live – loving and caring for those 

around you and recognizing the importance of each day’s blessings.  With grace and 

dignity she dealt with increasing pain and disability.  Although a very private woman, 

she allowed us a remarkable degree of intimacy during these difficult weeks and months 

– knowing that we needed to be close to her.  She was a very amazing woman, who we 

love very much.  Both her life and the journey to her death were truly inspirational. 

Annamary is survived by her husband of 69 years, Jesse; her daughters, Donna Wegryn and Darla 

Inman (William); her grandchildren, Edward Wegryn (Helena), David Wegryn (Cindy), Nancy 

Ketola (Rob), Deana Anderson (Dan), and Debbie Staup (Aaron); great-grandchildren, Nate, No-

ah, Ben and Jason Wegryn; Casey, Kai and Gabrielle Ketola; Danae and Drew Anderson; Addi-

son and Aidan Staup.  

A celebration of her life was held on Saturday, September 11, 2010 at the First United Methodist 

Church of Ann Arbor, Michigan.  

 

Margaret Ann Foster 

Margaret Ann Foster, wife of Rev. Paul Foster, a retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference, died on Saturday, May 14, 2011 at the Richland Hospital in Richland Center, Wis-

consin at the age 85.  

She was born November 5, 1925 in Richland Center, Wisconsin, the daughter of Fred J. Morton 

and Agnes E. Scott Morton. Margaret was a beautician in Richland Center, Wisconsin and was a 

member of the Trinity United Methodist Church Choir. Through church activities she a Methodist 

Minister, Paul D. Foster. They were married August 21, 1952 in Richland Center. Margaret and 

Paul served in various congregations in Illinois, Oregon, California and Wisconsin. They retired 

in Wisconsin in 1988. Margaret continued to be active in the United Methodist Women’s group 

and her church choir. She also enjoyed being with and exercising with their many friends at the 

Symons Center, where she and Paul attended water aerobics classes. She was a loving wife, moth-

er, and friend, with a quiet and gentle spirit who will be greatly missed.  

Margaret is survived by her husband Paul, two sons, Scott H. Foster of Richland Center, Wiscon-

sin and Kevin D. (Gina) Foster of New Mexico, one daughter: Paula F. (Greg) Williams of Cali-

fornia; 5 grandchildren; 2 great grandchildren, and her sister Marydith M. Paulson of Richland 

Center, Wisconsin. Margaret was preceded in death by her parents, and her daughter Cynthia A. 

Jacobson on September 2, 2000.  

A Memorial service was held on Thursday, May 19, 2011 at Trinity United Methodist Church in 

Richland Center. 
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Gloria R. Fredrick  

Gloria R. Fredrick, widow of Rev. Edgar R. Fredrick, passed away on Sunday, April 3, 2011 at 

Waupun Memorial Hospital in Waupun, Wisconsin.  She was 82. 

Gloria was born on December 29, 1928 in Ridgeville, Wisconsin, the daughter of Arthur and 

Viola Zietlow-Lindahl. She was united in marriage on June 14th, 1952 to Edgar R. Fredrick at the 

Norwalk Evangelical United Brethren Church in Norwalk, Wisconsin and enjoyed almost 50 

years of marriage before Edgar's death in February of 2002.  

As a pastor's wife, God's work took Edgar and Gloria to the mission field in New Mexico as well 

as various churches throughout Wisconsin. Gloria's many roles included elementary school teach-

er, Sunday school teacher, women's ministry leader, youth leader and choir member. Gloria's 

passions were singing hymns, reading and studying God's Word, being Edgar's wife, a mother and 

grandmother.  

Gloria is survived by 5 daughters: Krista (Mark) King of Mequon, Wisconsin, Kathy (Ismael) 

Abu-Saad of Israel, Cindy (Jim) Anderton of Niceville, Florida, Sandy (Chris) Pierson of Stream-

wood, Illinois and Lorelei (Tom) McKinley of Hustisford, Wisconsin. Gloria adored her 15 

grandchildren: Chad, Heather, Clint, Cody, Bilal, Yasmin, Kevin, Emily, Cassie, Jared, Jenny, 

Mary, David, Becky and Rachel. Gloria is survived by her brothers Art, Donnell (Pat), Jim 

(Dixie), Wendell (Carol) and Bobby (Sue), one sister-in-law, Virginia Zietlow and one brother-in-

law Dennis Carlson. She is further survived by many nieces, nephews and dear friends. She was 

preceded in death by her parents, her husband Edgar, her brothers Boyd and Carroll, her sister 

Mary Ann and sister-in-laws Melva and Roberta. 

A Memorial Service was held Saturday April 16, 2011 at the Markesan United Methodist Church. 

 

Jan Jones Hartford 

Jan Jones Hartford, wife of Rev. Lincoln O. Hartford, a retired clergy member 

of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away at the age of 74 on Tues-

day, August 31, 2010 at the Crestview Nursing Home in New Lisbon, Wis-

consin.  Her husband Lincoln was with her at the time of her death. 

Jan was born in a small house across from the Methodist Church in Union 

Center on December 7, 1935, the last of four children: Jerry, Jane, Herb and 

Jan. Her mother Faith J. Warden Jones, a teacher, died in pregnancy when Jan 

was only 4. Jan, with her sister Jane, lived with her Aunt Luella and Uncle Ed 

Meyers in Reedsburg until her father, John McAlister Jones, remarried and re-

united the family with their new mother, Ruby Windmeier Jones in 1944. 

Because Jan's father was sheriff of Juneau County from 1945 through 1949 they lived in the coun-

ty jail facilities during those years. 

As a youngster, Jan took piano lessons from Mrs. Blanche Jones and became active at the Meth-

odist Church, where Mrs. Knudsen served as choir director and Jan's mentor. Jan excelled in mu-

sic at Mauston High School and received a scholarship to the University of Wisconsin in Milwau-

kee. Following graduation, she taught high school choral music at Portage from 1957 to 1961, and 

at Brookfield Central High School from 1961 to 1964. 

Janice married Lincoln Odell Hartford on December 27, 1963 at the Elm Grove Community Unit-

ed Methodist Church, where Lincoln was the Associate Pastor. Jan directed the choirs at Elm 

Grove until they moved to Evanston, Illinois while Lincoln finished his seminary degree. In 1965, 

they moved to McKeesport, Pennsylvania, where Jan directed the church choir, gave piano les-

sons, directed the McKeesport Symphony Chorus and played the part of “Bloody Mary” in a local 

production of "South Pacific." 
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In 1966 Jan and Lincoln adopted their son Jeff, and in 1968 they moved to Clarion, Pennsylvania, 

where Jan taught high school choral music and directed the United Methodist Church choir. In 

1969 they adopted their daughter Mary and in 1972, they moved back to the Midwest so that Lin-

coln could study for his doctoral degree while Jan worked as a secretary at the University of Chi-

cago Hospitals. 

In 1973 they moved to Kenosha, Wisconsin, where Jan served as director of music, drama, and 

minister to the aging. In 1975 they moved to Milwaukee where Jan was Director of Music at Ken-

wood United Methodist Church, and also taught at Harambee School. After nine years at Ken-

wood Church, they moved to Madison, where Jan worked as manager of the office for the Ameri-

can Baptist Church, and became known as Jan the Baptist. She also directed several choirs, and 

the music for United Campus Ministries on the University of Wisconsin campus. 

In 1987 Lincoln and Jan moved to Farmington, New Mexico as missionary appointees for work at 

the Navajo Academy, a preparatory high school for Navajo young people. Jan taught music, while 

Lincoln served as chaplain and academic counselor. While in the Southwest she and Lincoln 

camped all over the four southwestern states. Through her working lifetime Jan especially loved 

her students and the choirs she served. 

Jan and Lincoln also spent much enjoyable time visiting Wales. They considered that lovely land 

of poetry and song their second home. Because of this fondness for her Welsh heritage, Jan kept 

her Jones family name in her signature. Of course, Jan accumulated a rich cadre of friends from 

all these places she and Lincoln called home. She loved them all. 

In their last year at the Academy Jan and Lincoln first noticed the symptoms of what was later to 

be called Pick's disease, a rare brain illness which gradually destroys parts of the brain that facili-

tate human functions. After moving to Le Mars, Iowa, Jan continued as choir director at the Cal-

vary United Methodist Church until January 1, 1994, when she officially retired from all her work 

positions. While in Iowa, the University of Iowa Hospitals at Iowa City followed the progress of 

her disease. In 1995 Lincoln and Jan moved once more, to Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, and in 

1997 they retired to their cottage at Castle Rock Lake. For four years they enjoyed winters in 

Green Valley, Arizona.  In May of 2001, Jan became a resident of the Morrow Nursing Home in 

Sparta, and in January, 2003 she moved to Crestview Home. The family is grateful for the loving 

and skilled and faithful care of the staff at Morrow and Crestview nursing homes. 

Throughout most of her years of dementia, and the decline of her intellectual and physical capaci-

ties, she continued to appreciate music, especially "her songs," enjoy the outdoors and being with 

people. Her dimpled smile and lovely soprano voice are the winsome memory of many. 

Jan is survived by her husband, Lincoln; son, Jefferson John Hartford; daughter, Mary Lucene 

Hartford; brother, Jerry (Jean); brother, Herb (Loraine); brother-in-law, Cliff; many nieces and 

nephews whom she treasured; and a large extended family. 

She was preceded in death by her sister, Jane and Jane's husband, Ted Herriot. 

Two memorial services were held for Jan: on September 18, 2010 at Kenwood United Methodist 

Church in Milwaukee, and Sept. 25, 2010 at Peace Presbyterian Church in Mauston. 

 



303 

2011 Wisconsin Conference Journal 

 
Memoirs 

Karen Marie Draeb Hays 

Karen Marie Draeb Hays, spouse of Rev. Robert Hays, a clergy member of 

the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on Sunday, July 11, 2010 at 

the Door County Memorial Hospital in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.  She was 

61. 

Karen was born on October 29, 1948 in Sturgeon Bay, the daughter of J. Wil-

liam and Joan (Aamodt) Draeb. She was a 1966 graduate of Sturgeon Bay 

High School.  She studied at the University of Valencia - Valencia, Spain, 

and in 1970 she graduated from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. On July 8, 

1970 Karen married Robert B. Hays at Sturgeon Bay Moravian Church.  

During their ministry together, they lived and served churches in Neenah, 

Wautoma-Spring Lake, Manitowoc, Eau Claire, and Janesville before returning to Neenah in 

2007. 

Karen taught Spanish at St. Paul Lutheran School in Janesville, and was a literacy tutor, school 

volunteer, and stay-at-home mom. She enjoyed walking along Lake Michigan, reading, garden-

ing, collecting pop-up books, and studying herbs of the Bible. 

In her free time, Karen enjoyed walking along Lake Michigan, reading and gardening. She en-

joyed collecting popup books and studying herbs of the Bible. She was a member of the United 

Methodist Women and P.E.O. (Philanthropic Educational Organization), an organization that 

celebrates the advancement of women by helping educate women through scholarships, grants, 

awards, and loans; and motivate women to achieve their highest aspirations. 

Karen is survived by her husband, Robert, of Neenah and Sturgeon Bay; son, Erik Hays of Stur-

geon Bay; daughter, Elizabeth (Jeremy) Albrecht of Janesville; four grandchildren, Dominick, 

Dante, Devlynn, Dilynn; mother, Joan Draeb of Sturgeon Bay; brother, George (Joan) Draeb of 

Sturgeon Bay; sister, Elizabeth “Betsy” (Mike) Kelly of Grand Rapids, Michigan; nieces, Kate 

(Terry) Stafford of Chicago, Illinois and Cheryl (David) Ehlers of Darboy, Wisconsin; nephews, 

John (Kelly) Kelly of Chicago, Brian (Samantha) Kelly of Chicago, and Bill Draeb of Sturgeon 

Bay.  

She was preceded in death by her father, J. William Draeb. 

Memorial Services were held at the Sturgeon Bay Moravian Church on Saturday, July 17, 2010, 

and at the First United Methodist Church in Neenah on Tuesday, July 20, 2010. 

 

Andrew Fern Starr Hinebaugh 

Andrew Fern Starr “Sis” Hinebaugh, wife of Rev. Frank R. Hinebaugh, a 

retired clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on 

July 20, 2010 in Buena Vista, Colorado at the age of 90. 

Fern was born on January 21, 1920 in Chariton, Iowa.  Her parents were A. 

Fern Stephens Star and Floyd Edwin Starr.  (Fern “Sr.” was named after her 

father, Andrew Jackson Stephens, and passed on the name to “Sis,” her eldest 

child.)  Fern married Frank Robert “Nick” Hinebaugh in Aurora, Illinois on 

November 30, 1941.  They spent four months together, and 40 months sepa-

rated by World War II. 

Fern and Frank served as inner-city ordained Salvation Army officers in Chi-

cago, Milwaukee, Oshkosh and elsewhere for fourteen years before serving United Methodist 

Churches in Wisconsin for 25 years.  Fern also worked in bank, clinic, and fire department admin-

istration before she and Frank moved to Trail West Village near Buena Vista, Colorado in 1984 to 

care for her mother until 1994.  She was a consummate loving servant. 
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“Sis” was active in the PEO women’s organization and in the ClearView Community Church in 

Buena Vista.  Fern spoke with assurance of joining Jesus and deceased family members, includ-

ing her parents and three of her younger brothers, “Ed,” Chet and Jack, who died on Iwo Jima in 

World War II. 

Fern is survived by her loving husband, Frank, and three children and spouses: Frank, Jr. and 

Sherry Hinebaugh of Neward, California; Sherry and Dave Hall of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 

Rich and Becky Hinebaugh of Colorado Springs, Colorado.  She is also survived by 10 grandchil-

dren, 20 great-grandchildren, and three brothers: Bill, Tom and Chuck. 

A memorial service was held at the ClearView Community Church in Buena Vista, Colorado on 

Saturday, August 14, 2010. 

 

John O. Kirkpatrick 

John O. Kirkpatrick, husband of Rev. Mary Kirkpatrick, a retired clergy 

member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on Monday, May 

2, 2011, at his home on Clark Lake in Door County.  He was 80 years old. 

John was born on May 20, 1930, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the son of the late 

John Edward and Charlotte (Cullumber) Kirkpatrick. Following high school 

in Mount Vernon, Iowa, John graduated from Cornell College with degrees 

in English and journalism. In college he was involved in many activities, 

played on the football team and was editor of the Cornellian, the student 

newspaper. Upon graduation, he married his high school sweetheart, Joan 

Lyford. Almost immediately afterward, his country called and John was off to Fort Chaffee, Ar-

kansas, where he served his country proudly as a corporal in the U.S. Army during the Korean 

War. 

When he returned from the service, he was drawn to his "first love," the local newspaper. He and 

Jo moved to Waupun where John joined the staff of the Waupun Leader News, eventually becom-

ing the owner/publisher. After 20 years, as local newspaper life began to change, John reluctantly 

sold the paper and moved to Madison where, for the next 20 years, he was the publication coordi-

nator for the League of Wisconsin Municipalities. His wife, Joan, died unexpectedly in 1986, and 

in 1989 he met and then married the Rev. Mary (Fisher) Salsbury at First United Methodist 

Church in Madison. 

In the summer of 2002, retirement brought them back to their Clark Lake Cottage to enjoy the 

beauty of Door County. However, six months later, while walking in downtown Sturgeon Bay on 

a seemingly routine errand, John was hit by a vehicle as he walked in the crosswalk on Third 

Avenue. The accident caused a severe traumatic brain injury. Following the accident he had a 

challenging time, needing full time care while at home. However, during these years, his enduring 

courage, his perseverance and his sense of humor were an inspiration to family and friends. 

John was always active in the community and in his church, serving as president of the Waupun 

Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis, and church boards.  He taught Sunday school and always sang 

in the church choir. He was the best "clergy spouse" ever! He dearly loved his family and his 

friends, keeping in touch with people all over the world. He was an avid history buff, researcher 

and sports fan, especially when it concerned the Green Bay Packers or his beloved Chicago Cubs. 

At the time of his accident, he was in the process of writing a book about a unique ghost town 

near Friendship in Fond du Lac County, called Utley, which he had spent 30 years researching. 

The writing of this book is now in the capable hands of the Utley Historical Society.  

John is survived by his wife, Mary, of Clark Lake, Sturgeon Bay; two sons, John "Kevin" Kirk-

patrick of Bristol, Scott (Carrie) Kirkpatrick of Middleton; one daughter, Kim (Bruce) Steinert of 

Grayslake, Illinois; stepsons, Dr. Tom (Lysa) Salsbury of Moscow, Idaho, Dr. Jim (Kate) Sals-
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bury of Naperville, Illinois; six grandchildren, Riley, Carly, Maya, Luke, Sarah and Elise; his 

brother-in-law and dear friends, David and Marge Lyford; his beloved caregivers, especially his 

"adopted daughter and granddaughter," Valerie Unger and Kayla; and his extended family and 

many friends.  

Celebrations of John’s life were held at the Whitewater United Methodist Church on Saturday, 

May 21, 2011, and at the Jacksonport United Methodist Church on Saturday, June 18, 2011.  

 

Mary K. Miller 

Mary K. Miller, widow of Rev. Norbert Miller, died Tuesday, August. 3, 

2010, at Maple Ridge Elderly Care in Reedsburg.  She was 98. 

Mary was born on May 6, 1912, in Louisville, Kentucky, the daughter of 

William Ernest and Mary (Stamm) Miller. She graduated from North Central 

College in Naperville, Illinois in 1937 and taught at the Red Bird Mission in 

Beverly, Kentucky until 1939. On May 10, 1939, Mary was united in mar-

riage to Rev. Norbert H. Miller. Their ministry started in 1939 at the Prairie 

du Chien Evangelical Church, where they served until 1943. The Millers then 

moved to Wauzeka, where they served both the Wauzeka St. Paul Evangelical 

United Brethren Church and Salem Evangelical United Brethren Church in 

Eastman.  In 1961 they moved to Elk Mound, serving the Elk Mound: Trinity EUB and Iron 

Creek Salem EUB churches. Three years later, in 1964, they moved to Lime Ridge where they 

served the Lime Ridge EUB, Sandusky EUB and Cazenovia Methodist churches until 1982.  

From 1982 to 1985 they served the Greenwood and Christie United Methodist churches. 

Mary was always active in the church life, especially the women’s groups and teaching Sunday 

school. Mary also taught in Lime Ridge (at the “red brick school”) and sixth grade in Ithaca. In 

June of 2009 Mary became a resident of Maple Ridge Elderly Care in Reedsburg. She most re-

cently attended the Reedsburg United Methodist Church. Mary enjoyed painting, crafts, singing, 

gardening, flowers and preserving food. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Rev. Norbert H. Miller on Nov. 1, 2000; 

her son, Norbert “Sonny” Miller in 2006; and her brother, George Miller. 

She is survived by her children Mary Lydia Mullen (Patty Stockdale) of Madison, Faith 

(Lawrence) Sipple of Menomonie, Ruth (Rudy II) Antoncic of West Mifflin, Pennsylvania, Luke 

(Kathy) Miller of Caledonia, Martha (Kevin) Colwell of Highland, California, Sue (Omar) Boutni 

of Haslett, Michigan, Esther (David) Frost of Onalaska; grandchildren and their families, Wendy 

Stuart and daughter Alyssa, LeAnn Sipple (Michael Steger), Rowan and Ava, Rudy III 

(Angelique) Antoncic, Rudy IV and Grace, Joshua (Heidi) Antoncic and Sydney, Jennifer 

(Steven) Burks, Cade and Avery, Luke J. Miller and special friend Amber Gartmann, Kevin Jon 

(Mary Jo) Colwell, Brigit and Rachel, Mark (Sharon) Colwell and Alicia, Abigail and Mason, 

Jessica (Adam) Kennedy, Jamila (Jeremy) Christians, Zavier and Samira, Laura (Corey) Hill and 

Nolan, Jonathan Boutni, Aaron Frost and Dustin Frost; sisters-in-law, Virginia Miller of Louis-

ville, Ky., Nadine Miller of Oshkosh; many nieces, nephews, and other relatives and friends. 

A memorial service was held on Sunday, Aug. 8, 2010, at the Lime Ridge United Methodist 

Church. 
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Eugenio S. Miranda 

Eugenio S. Miranda, husband of Rev. Gloria Miranda, a retired clergy mem-

ber of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away peacefully on Tues-

day, December 28, 2010, at Willowfield Nursing Home in Delavan.  He was 

75. 

Eugenio was born January 2, 1935, in Puerto Rico, the son of Jose and Car-

men (Sepero) Miranda. He married Gloria E. Vasquez in New York on Oct. 

18, 1958. Eugenio was a truck driver and foreman most of his life but also a 

chef at Glen Oak Country Club. He was a member of The United Methodist 

Church. 

He is survived by his wife, Rev. Gloria E. Miranda of Delavan; three children, Hector L. Miranda 

of Delavan, Enid Miranda (Brett A. Anderson) of Waunakee, and Gloria Miranda (Anthony Rich-

ardson) of Elkhorn; 14 grandchildren, Migdalia Miranda, Eugenio S. Martinez, Dominique E. 

Kittell, Dwayne E. Kittell, Wayne E. (Amanda) Kittell, Julia Sokoloski, Hector L. Miranda, 

Chrystal M. Miranda, Hector Angel Luis Miranda, Miguel L. Miranda, Louis M. Miranda, Joshua 

I. Miranda, Jesenya C. Miranda and Anthony R. Richardson; six great-grandchildren, Elisa Nicole 

Pozo Miranda, Alysha Nicole Felix Miranda, Alyna Nicole Miranda, Xavier D. Gousman, 

Hawkeen M. Brown and Katiya D. Kittell; two brothers, Albert Cabera of Florida, and Angel 

Miranda of Florida; and sister, Juanita Torres of Bronx, New York. 

He was preceded in death by one son, Eugenio Miranda; two sisters; and four brothers. 

A Memorial Service was held at the Delavan United Methodist Church on Friday, December 31 

2010. 

 

Florence M. Schendel 

Florence M. Schendel, widow of Rev. Chester Schendel, passed away on 

Wednesday, March 2, 2011, at her home in Waukesha at the age of 97.   

Florence was born in Sauk Rapids, Minnesota on March 16, 1913, the oldest 

child of Frank and Johanna (nee Alberts) Beaudreau.  She married the Rev. 

Chester M. Schendel in 1929 in St. Cloud, Minnesota. Florence assisted her 

husband in his ministry throughout her life.  They lived in Appleton from 

1934 to 1939 while her husband was pastor of Greenville-Center Evangelical 

Church, and at Chippewa Falls from 1939 until 1960 while her husband was 

pastor at Zion Evangelical United Brethren Church.  They later moved to 

Milwaukee from 1960 until 1973 while they ministered at Emanuel E.U.B. 

and United Methodist Church.  In 1974, they moved to Waukesha, where 

Chester served First United Methodist Church as pastor to seniors.  Following 

Chester’s death in 1991, Florence continued to minister to seniors at First United Methodist 

Church. In addition to assisting her husband with his ministry, Florence worked at Gimbels De-

partment Store and Boston Store in the 1960s, and also worked as a receptionist at Oak Hill Ter-

race and Avalon Square. Florence was a member of the XYZ Club, the Over 60 Club, and was a 

member of a home Bible study group. She enjoyed Bible study, reading, sewing, needlepoint, 

ceramics, cooking, gardening, being a homemaker for her family and a persistent prayer warrior. 

She will be sadly missed by her daughter, Pat Staege of Burlington; her son, Jonathan 

"Jon" (Marjorie) Schendel of Springerville, Arizona; and her grandchildren, David Staege, Marc 

(Erin) Staege, Tom (Josephine) Staege, Chester W. (Jamie) Schendel, Missy F. Schendel and 

Mary P. Schendel; her step-grandchild, Frank A. Ponzio; her four great-grandchildren, Allie Stae-

ge, Henry Staege, Ty William Schendel and Cash Chase Constantine; and her step-great-

grandchild, Aaron P. Constantine III. She is further survived by her brother, Bob Beaudreau, 
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along with nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her son David in 1941, her brother Je-

rome Beaudreau and sister Virginia McFadden. 

A memorial service was held on Tuesday, March 8, 2011 at First United Methodist Church in 

Waukesha. 

 

Helen Louise Thompson 

Helen Louise Thompson, widow of Rev. Herbert Thompson, passed away on 

Sunday, November 14, 2010, surrounded by her family at Oakridge Senior 

Living Community in Stevens Point.  She was 91. 

Louise was born on July 23, 1919 in East Brady, Pennsylvania.  She was the 

daughter of Bertha (Ritchey) and Clifford Myers.  She married Rev. Herbert 

H. Thompson on September 9, 1939. 

Louise was a devoted and loving wife, mother and grandmother.  She worked 

as an educational assistant at Jackson Elementary School in Stevens Point and 

as a sales associate at J.C. Penney.  She was a member of St. Paul’s United 

Methodist Church in Stevens Point for 41 years, and a long-time member of the Ruth Circle.  She 

spent her entire married life, along with her husband, serving others in Christian Ministry.  To-

gether they served churches in Mount Horeb, Mineral Point, Platteville, Madison: Bethany, and 

Stevens Point.  They also lived for several years in LaCrosse while Herb served as a District Su-

perintendent. 

Louise was an active member of the PEO Sisterhood from 1958 until the time of her death, and a 

member of the Stevens Point Chapter CB.  She was an avid reader, and enjoyed traveling, garden-

ing, canning, baking, needlepoint and knitting.  She rarely missed watching a Green Bay Packers 

game and attended her grandchildren’s sporting events.  For many years after retirement, Louise 

and Herb enjoyed winters in Cudjoe Key, Florida, and summers at their Sylvan Lake cottage out-

side Barronett, Wisconsin. 

Louise is survived by her five children: Judy (Tom) Dillon, Harv Thompson, Mary (Philip) Hack-

er, Susan (Donald) Hudson, and Jeanne (Todd) Jackowski, and a foster daughter, Lois (Bob) 

Knudson.  She is further survived by 17 grandchildren, 29 great-grandchildren, and four great-

great-grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her husband Herb in 2005, one granddaughter, 

Amy Lynne Jackowski, a son-in-law, Bruce Klein, one brother, Ken, a sister, Doris, and her par-

ents. 

A Celebration of Louise’s Life was held on Saturday, November 20, 2010 at St. Paul’s United 

Methodist Church in Stevens Point. 
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Burma June Walker 

Burma June Walker, widow of Rev. Ralph Walker, died peacefully on Thurs-

day, July 29, 2010 at the age of 101 at The Clairemont Nursing Home in Eau 

Claire, Wisconsin surrounded by her family. 

She was born Burma June Boatman to Guy and Iley (Bangle) Boatman on 

June 26, 1909, in Brown's Valley, Minnesota. She grew up on a homestead in 

the wilderness near Aitkin, Minnesota and later met Ralph Walker in 

Fairchild, Wisconsin. They married on November 24, 1928 in the Methodist 

church in Fairchild. 

Burma was a devoted wife and mother, and her life was filled with raising her 

children and later supporting her husband's ministry in the role of pastor's 

wife. She was a good friend to many and always tried to meet the needs of others, representing 

the true heart of Jesus Christ, her Savior. 

She was an avid baseball fan, cheering on the Eau Claire Bears, the Milwaukee Braves, and yes, 

even the Minnesota Twins! Her hobbies included cooking, canning, knitting, and crocheting. 

In 2008 she was featured in the Eau Claire Leader-Telegram for knitting hundreds of hats, 

scarves, and mittens for the people of the Bolton House. In March of that year she was honored 

with the Senior Salute Award from the Alzheimer Association of Eau Claire.  Also in March 2008 

she was interviewed by her son, Duane about her life growing up in the north woods of Minneso-

ta.  The interview, which was recorded on CD, is now stored in the Library of Congress. In 2009 

she was interviewed by WEAU-TV on her 100th birthday.  They asked her how one can best 

reach that milestone, and her reply was, "Keep your mind and your hands busy." 

Burma is survived by one daughter, Clarice (Walt) Arnold of Coon Rapids, Minnesota; one son, 

Duane (Suzanne) Walker of Fall Creek, Wisconsin; eight grandchildren; fourteen great-

grandchildren; and five great-great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Ralph, who passed away May 19, 1987; her parents; 

her sisters, Gracie Dimple, Francis, and Marge; daughter and son-in-law, Lois (Lee) Preston; and 

great-grandson, Timothy Brown. 

A Celebration of Life was held on Friday, August 6, 2010 in the Fireside Room of Jacob's Well 

Church in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

 

 

Lay Members and Others Related to the Annual Conference 

 

Patricia Paula Duane 

Patricia Duane, a former employee of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, passed away on Mon-

day, March 21, 2011, in Harlingen, Texas after a short, severe illness. 

She was born Patricia Paula Parsons in Rhinelander on December 30, 1924, to Abner Parsons and 

Blanch (Ozmundson) Parsons. Pat was employed as an administrative secretary for the Confer-

ence Council on Ministries (now known as Ministry and Outreach) from May 12, 1966 through 

September 30, 1988.  She began with the West Wisconsin Methodist Conference at its Wilson 

Street office in downtown Madison, working for Executive Secretary Gordon Amphlett.  Follow-

ing the formation of the Wisconsin Conference of The United Methodist Church in 1969, she 

worked in the Emerald Terrace, and then the Windsor Street office buildings for Council on Min-

istries Directors Amphlett, Stan Strosahl, Don Ott, Ken Engelman and Frank Gaylord. 
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After settling in Harlingen, she met and was married to Phil Beltz. Patricia attended All Saints 

Episcopal Church where she had been a parish member for many years, working in the Altar 

Guild and helping with events at the church. She was very active in her community, organizing 

group activities and working for Fritz Travel serving many of her friends over the years. 

Patricia is survived by four sons, Mark Pankow (Patty Reese) of Silver Spring, Maryland, Scott 

Pankow (Annemarie Pankow) of Apple Valley, Minnesota, Franklin Duane of Madison, and 

Command Sergeant Major Robin Duane (Nancy Grim) of Fayetteville, North Carolina.  She was 

preceded in death by her husband, Phil. 

A Memorial Service for Patricia was held at All Saints Episcopal Church in San Benito, Texas on 

Thursday, March 24, 2011. 

 

Ramona Belle Kramer 

Ramona Belle Kramer, a retired Deaconess of The Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away Tuesday, November 30, 2010, at Maplewood of Sauk Prai-

rie. She was 87. 

Ramona was born February 16, 1923, in Orangeville, Illinois, the daughter of 

the late Glenn and Gertrude (Matzke) Boyer. She graduated from Juda High 

School in 1941.  She was married to Homer Retzlaff, who preceded her in 

death. 

Ramona returned to school later in life, graduating with a bachelor's degree 

from the University of Wisconsin - Oshkosh at the age of 62.  She was com-

missioned as a Deaconess in The United Methodist Church by the General 

Board of Global Ministries on October 24, 1985, and assigned to the Edgerton Lake and Street 

Ministry.  The Office of Deaconess in The United Methodist Church is a lay ministry under the 

General Board of Global Ministries whose purpose is to express representatively the love and 

concern of the believing community for the needs of the world, and to enable, through education 

and involvement, the full ministry and mission of the people of God.  Deaconesses function 

through diverse forms of service directed toward the world to make Jesus Christ known in the 

fullness of his ministry and mission. 

Ramona was married to Denman Kramer on September 14, 1986 and made her home in Prairie du 

Sac at that time. She was a member of Concordia United Methodist Church there.  She served as 

president of the United Methodist Women and President of the Hospital Auxiliary.  She was ac-

tive in the planning of the River Arts Center, and a member of Lodi O.E.S. chapter #4. 

Ramona enjoyed music and singing, sewing, painting and reading. 

Survivors include her husband, Denman; her children, James (Dru) Retzlaff of West Bend, Jone 

Wood of Lakewood, Yvonne (John) Holbrook of Pfafftown, North Carolina, John (Debra) 

Retzlaff of Shawano, and Joy (Greg) Strid of Naperville, Illinois; 11 grandchildren; 15 great-

grandchildren; and other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by husband, Homer Retzlaff; a son, Peter Retzlaff; three brothers, 

Ivan, Lee and John Boyer; a sister; Ellen Mahlkuch; and a grandson, Bradley Retzlaff. 

A memorial service was held at Concordia United Methodist Church in Prairie du Sac, on Friday, 

December 10, 2010. 
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Edna McNown 

Edna Hazel McNown, a former Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, died peaceful-

ly at her home in Mauston on April 16, 2011 at the age of 96.  She was surrounded by her loved 

ones. 

Edna was born January 13, 1915 in Springfield, Nebraska, the daughter of Martin and Carrie Her-

man. She graduated from Rhinelander High School in 1932. Edna earned her Teaching Certificate 

at Oneida County Normal School and completed her Bachelor’s Degree at Stevens Point State 

College and her Master’s Degree at Stevens Point State University. 

She began her distinguished career as an educator in Cassian Township rural schools in 1933. 

Later, she gained valuable experience as she assumed varied positions as a teacher in the Antigo 

area. 

Edna was introduced to her husband, Dr. William Wallace McNown, through the matchmaking 

efforts of his brother, Harrison, who invited him up to Harshaw to meet the Herman girls. Edna 

and William went bowling and she beat him at the game. William waited a while before he called 

her back and they never bowled together again! They were married on November 22, 1942 in 

Forney, Texas. 

She contributed to the War effort by working for Army Ordinance at Camp Bowie, Texas. 

Edna and William returned to Wisconsin in 1946 and settled in Thorp where she taught second 

grade. They moved to Antigo in 1951, where she resumed substitute teaching in the Langlade 

County Schools. In 1961, Edna received a full time teaching appointment in Aniwa. In 1969, she 

was promoted to Teaching Principal at East Elementary in Antigo and taught third grade while 

she supervised the school until her retirement in 1980. 

Following retirement, Edna and William moved to Mauston to be close to their grandchildren.  

She was a member of the Mauston United Methodist Church and the United Methodist Women. 

Edna is survived by her brother, Thomas (Dorothy) Herman; daughter, Mary (Martin) Schultz; 

two sons, William (Hope) McNown and Rex (Brenda) McNown; five granddaughters, Carrie 

(David) Green, Jenny (Christopher) Sprau, Laurie (Troy) Greeno, Lindsey (Joe) Beck & Allison 

(Rob Kasten) McNown; three grandsons, Andrew McNown, Patrick (Amber) McNown & Robert 

McNown; two great granddaughters, Madison Green & Lydia Beck; four great grandsons, Jordan 

Green, Lincoln Green, Julian Beck & Leo Beck; and numerous beloved nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, William McNown; parents, Martin & Carrie Herman; 

six sisters, Elizabeth (Donald) Michie, Ruth (Edmund) Lundgren, Alice (Otis) Penton, Elsie 

(John) Gerhardt, Helen (Charles) Hill & Zella (James) Busche; and her brother in law, Harrison 

(Esther) McNown. 

During her retirement years, Edna was especially assisted by her niece Jennifer (Peter) and their 

children, Kara, Shawn and Alaina Laursen who made Edna their adopted grandmother. 

A celebration of Edna’s life was held at Sand Lake, near Harshaw, Wisconsin, in July, 2011. 
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Donna J. Peterson 

Donna J. Peterson, a former Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away on Monday, January 3, 2011 at Cumberland Memorial 

Hospital at the age of 80. 

Donna was born July 15, 1930 in Frederic, Wisconsin to Lester and Helen 

(Pratt) Arneson. She was married in South Dewey Methodist Church on Sep-

tember 6, 1947 to John Peterson, who preceded her in death on May 7, 1993. 

They farmed for many years in the McKinley area until 1979. Donna also 

owned and operated D&D Knits for several years.  

Donna belonged to the Auxiliary at the Cumberland Memorial Hospital. She 

was very active at the McKinley Methodist Church, where she was the church 

organist and a Sunday School teacher for many years. Later, she joined the Cumberland United 

Methodist Church and served on the United Methodist Women’s Board for both local and district 

offices. She was very involved in missions, and chaired the UMW Bazaar.  She was also a 4H 

Leader for many years.  

Donna enjoyed quilting and belonged to the Piece Makers Club. She enjoyed gardening and cook-

ing, and loved to share what she made with others. She enjoyed traveling, and was always inter-

ested in learning. She loved her family and her 13 great grandchildren brought her special joy.  

She is survived by 2 sons, Donald (Sandi) Peterson of Barron and Richard (Lois) Peterson of 

Milwaukee; 1 daughter, Diane (Ron) Thompson of Greenbrier, Tennessee; 7 grandchildren; 13 

great grandchildren; 2 sisters, Esther Geil of Bloomington, Minnesota and Judy Kemmings of 

Harpers Ferry, Iowa; nephew, Tim (Dee Dee) Peterson of Draper, Utah and many nieces and 

nephews.  

A Memorial Service was held on Friday, January 7, 2011 at First United Methodist Church in 

Cumberland, Wisconsin. 

 

Norman H. Prior 

Norman H. Prior, a former Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, October 12, 2010 at the Wisconsin 

Veteran’s Home in King, Wisconsin.  He was 92. 

Norman was born in Wauconda, Illinois on March 10, 1918.  He was the son 

of Ray and Addie (Colby) Prior.  He graduated from the Loyal High School.  

Norman proudly served as a Staff Sergeant in World War II.  Following his 

military service he went on to complete a 5 year Electrical Apprenticeship, a 5 

year Plumbing Apprenticeship, and 4 year Journeyman’s training. 

On June 17, 1938 Norman was united in marriage to the former Ruth Marvin 

at Wesley Methodist Church in Marshfield.  He was employed as a plumber 

for Schreiner’s Plumbing and Heating, and later was in sales for Central State Supply until his 

retirement in 1981.  He then went on to own and operate R&N Rubber Stamp Company in Marsh-

field.  He was also an avid Harley Davidson Motorcycle rider, having 6 of them in his earlier 

years. 

Norman was a member of Zion United Methodist Church in Marshfield. He was a Sunday School 

teacher, Sunday School Superintendent, served on the Administrative Board and Trustees.  He 

supervised the construction of the Zion United Methodist Church building.  Norman was a lay 

member of the Annual Conference for many years, as well as a Certified Lay Speaker.  He trav-

eled around central Wisconsin Preaching God’s word.   



312 

2011 Wisconsin Conference Journal 

Memoirs 

Throughout his life he took pleasure in camping, time spent with family, and people watching.  

On weekends while camping, he would have Sunday worship services around the campfire.  He 

was a member of Gideons International for many years.  After he arrived at the Veterans Home in 

King, some people thought he was a preacher!  He truly loved his Jesus. 

Norman is lovingly survived by his two daughters, Norma Jean (James) Cliver of Stevens Point, 

and Anola (John) Becker of Marshfield; four grandchildren: Sean (Shari) Cliver, Wendie Cliver, 

Johnilee Slark, and Becky (Jim) Beckman; and 6 great-grandchildren: Emerson, Bailey, Skyler, 

Isaac, Brock and Chloe.  He is further survived by a sister, Muriel Ewert, as well as many other 

relatives and friends.  He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife, Ruth, 2 brothers, Bob 

and Calvin Prior, and one sister, Ora Lee Giese. 

A Service for the Celebration of Norman Prior’s Life was held on October 16, 2010. 

 

Rev. Lucius Walker, Jr. 

The Rev. Lucius Walker Jr., a Baptist minister who served as the first Executive Director of 

Northcott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee, died on September 7, 2010 at his home in De-

marest, New Jersey of a heart attack. He was 80. 

Lucius Walker, Jr. was born August 3, 1930, in Roselle, New Jersey to a mason and a homemaker 

who had 10 children. As a teenager, he won recognition as an accomplished preacher at Pentecos-

tal revival meetings. He graduated from Shaw University, a historically black institution in Ra-

leigh, North Carolina in 1954. After graduating from Shaw University, where he majored in Eng-

lish, he decided to pursue his “love affair with the teachings of Jesus” and earned a divinity de-

gree from Andover Newton Theological School in Massachusetts. He earned a master’s degree in 

social work from the University of Wisconsin and was ordained in 1958. 

Rev. Walker was known for his commitment to social justice issues.  Mr. Walker’s life was trans-

formed on August 2, 1988, as he led a delegation on a fact-finding trip to Nicaragua, where rebels 

were battling the American-backed government. Their riverboat was attacked by contra rebels, 

and Mr. Walker was one of 29 wounded. Two were killed. Mr. Walker’s first thought, he said, 

was that he was hit by a bullet paid for by his own country. He called his second thought a pro-

phetic vision: he would form an organization of pastors to fight, or at least clean up after, what he 

called American imperialism. 

That organization, Pastors for Peace, has now sent hundreds of tons of aid, including medical gear 

and roofing material, to Latin American countries. Of its 40 missions so far, 21 have been to Cu-

ba, which under a 1963 law is off-limits to American trade.  Pastors for Peace violates the embar-

go by refusing to apply to the U.S. government for permission to export humanitarian goods to 

Cuba, instead traveling through intermediary countries to deliver supplies donated by people in 

the United States.  

Mr. Walker helped form a national committee in 2000 to work to return the 6-year-old Elián Gon-

zález to his father in Cuba in the face of strong opposition from the child’s Miami-based relatives 

as well as Cuban-American and conservative groups. (The child was returned to Cuba.) He also 

arranged meetings for Fidel Castro when Mr. Castro visited New York, as well as trips to Cuba 

for politicians and religious leaders. 

Rev. Walker led the last of his 21 relief trips to Cuba in July, 2010.  During that trip, as he had 

done on many occasions, he met with Mr. Castro. In announcing his death, Granma, the Com-

munist Party newspaper in Cuba, said Cubans “don’t want to even think of a world without Lu-

cius Walker.” 

Rev. Walker had perhaps even more influence in the 1960s.  It was during that time that Rev. 

Walker was the Executive Director of Northcott Neighborhood House, an organization created by 

The United Methodist Women of the Wisconsin Annual Conference and the General Board of 
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Global Ministries.  The organization continues to provide services to over 10,000 youth, families 

and senior citizens in the Milwaukee area. 

He left Northcott for New York City to found the Interreligious Foundation for Community Or-

ganization. Its purpose was to link mainstream Protestant, Catholic and Jewish denominations and 

congregations to community organizers in troubled areas. 

“It’s a travesty how much churches have said about social justice and how little they have done,” 

Mr. Walker told The Times in 1969.  He pushed the organization to support forcing religious 

groups to pay at least $500 million to blacks as reparations for their ancestors’ enslavement — a 

position that caused the American Jewish Committee to leave the foundation. 

In 1973, Mr. Walker became associate general secretary of the National Council of Churches but 

was later fired for giving too much money to community organizers, the council said. In 1978 Mr. 

Walker returned to the Interreligious Foundation. Six years later he founded the Salvation Baptist 

Church in the Fort Greene section of Brooklyn. 

Mr. Walker’s activities included forming an umbrella group of civil rights organizations to fight 

the Ku Klux Klan and another to help prisoners who had been accused of political crimes to ob-

tain bail bonds. 

Mr. Walker’s wife, the former Mary Johnson, died in 2008. He is survived by three daughters: 

Gail, Donna and Edith; two sons, Lucius III and Richard; a brother, William; a sister, Lottie 

Bethea; and three grandchildren. 

 

LaVerne White 

LaVerne White, a former Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, 

passed away on Saturday, April 9, 2011, at her home in Eau Claire. She was 

88. 

LaVerne was born on January 19, 1923, to the late Otto and Esther (Hoppe) 

Kaye in Luxemburg, Wisconsin. On May 6, 1943, she married the love of her 

life, H. Donald White, in Casco, Wisconsin. LaVerne enjoyed reading, play-

ing bridge, doing jigsaw puzzles and cryptoquips, traveling with her family, 

listening to music, spending winters in Arizona, eating ice cream and talking 

almost daily with her sister, Iris. 

She was a member of Lake Street United Methodist Church in Eau Claire for 

more than 60 years, where she sang in the choir. She served for many years as a Lay Member of 

the Annual Conference, and was active in the United Methodist Women, serving as a local, dis-

trict and Annual Conference officer. She participated in several National United Methodist Wom-

en’s assemblies, and was a delegate to the World Methodist Conference in Dublin, Ireland. She 

was a member of the Luther Hospital Auxiliary, The Eau Claire Civic Music Association and 

PEO chapter BE. Her years of service to others included Cub Scout leadership and Meals on 

Wheels and as a Red Cross Blood Mobile volunteer. She was also a loving foster mother and 

surrogate mother to countless University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire students while living nearby 

on State Street. 

Laverne’s husband of 67 years, Donald, passed away on June 29, 2011.  She is survived by her 

sons, Michael (Carol) White of Milton, Wisconsin, Darrel (Dianne) White of New Berlin, Wis-

consin, Howard (Lauri) White of Eau Claire, Wisconsin; daughter-in-law, Beverley White of 

Orlando, Florida; 13 grandchildren; 15 great grandchildren; one sister, Iris Knowlton of Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin; nieces, nephews and many friends.  She was preceded in death by her son, James D. 

White. 

A celebration of LaVerne’s life was held on Saturday, May 21, at Lake Street United Methodist 

Church in Eau Claire. 




